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S FA TE 


OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


Thurſday, April 19. 1907: 


preſery'd to the SatisfaRiocn of 
and = Fogg ap far back be 
ficable, fince 


Prepar'd the Reader for ſometbing a 

- lictle | we mad > Paper, by om, 
bim, the general Obſervation, I ſhou =_ ta can contribute 
make on the Subſtance of the.two laft Pa- ſo much to giving us a clear Light | 
pers, ſhould be the Wotk of this. things, as to go back-to their Ca and. 
And my Obſervation\js, that from the Originals, from thence oblerve both the 


Proceedings of King Henry VIIL. in pulling Reaſons avd the Degrees, why and by which | 


down the Pope's: Supremacy, demoliſhing they come to their preſent Condition, 
and ſuppretiog the Moneftica} Idolatry, is When King VIH. pull'd down the 
to be deduced 1 the Keeſon why, and Mer Pope's Su , his Ambition the - 
ncr baw the Church of England, now eftab- Predominacy of his Devotion, 
liſhed, came to be reform'd into an Epiſco- to make himſ(cifthe Uſtrper, 
pal Church, the Church of Scorland into a that ſurper be bad 
Presbyterian, and by what Steps, and og the true Goſpel Su 
what Occafions, the Difſenters in either which if it had 
Kingdom-come to difſent from them. liſh'd, bad 
As this wilt briog us to the true preſent ; 
State of AI 23 to the Caſe of Ze- ceceiv'd. 
ligien, which is the Head I amupona; ſal noDimioution of juſt Authecity, only a due 
hope, the ConneQion of the Story will be Reftraint from thoſe Excurfions, whi 


and 
and the Royalty of the Crown 


i. 
has > 
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has made upon Scriptural Authority ſince, 
2nd the Diſputes againft which hag brought 
moft of the Diviſions, which have rent this 
Church and Kingdom erer ſince. 

When the King, 1 ſay, pull'd down the 
Supremacy of the Pope, he immediately e- 
rected thax of his own, and. that in a moſt 
tyrannical and extravagant Manier ; this,a 
[ bave noted in another pizce, ws bur. de- 
throning one Devil, to ſer up another, pull- 
ing down the Exorbitance of a forreign, to 


exalt the Power of a domeſtick Tyrant, and 


indeed heexercis'd his crew Supremacy with 


all the mog ufterable Inſulencies, that 
his -unbounde@&Lufils could djate, and put .. 
body that did but retuſe to-_ 


to Death ever 


own if. | 
On this new er-4:d Monſter of Royal 


Supremacy, which inodern Authors call the 
Kegale, has becn built moſt of the unhappy 
Diſputes between the Diſſzmers and the 
Church of Engl:nd, and eſpecially that about 
the. Government of the Chu:ch, under the 
Tyranny of Dioceſan, Epiſcopacy 3 hay, [ 
may fay, that here began the immediate 
Differences, which ſhew'd themſelves even 
in the Tafancy of the Reformation. 
However, / would have thu noted 4ljo, that 
this is not alcogether to be laid to the T barge 
of the firſt Reformers, no nor of the preat 
Inftruments in-this King's Time, of vpen- 
ing the firſt Light co the Proteſtant Church 
for the Refoyrmation was yery yourg, and 


under great Diſtopragements, and the fu-! 
emper of this King was.ſuch, that: 
if they went never fo little fafter, than his 


rious 


Caprice and Humonr could bear, it vas 
their mmed:ate D-ftruftion 3 if he bronghr 
on the R<formatica with vne Hand, he por 
it back wich another 5 if he execared a Pa- 
piſt for denying hi- tyrannita) Supremacy 10 
day, hs burnt a fairh{9 Martyr for denying 
Pr pith Idclatty ro mbrrgw ;* to day he pulls 
down Romiſ» Tyfanny, fo morrow eretls his 
ſix blood Argiclez, ard Blood was the Price 
of re\iftine any thing 4= pleas'd to-eſpotiſe ; 
th* Heads and Encuuradgers of the Refor- 


mativg therefore were gl2d to lay hofdon” 


ahy H:nale; that prefented ic (cif to pail 


$Kk)wn thir gnſcience 'of Rome, which they 


ftr1g2led with; and in Hopes to;p't1} down 
_ hor white Power, they ſcropled not exalt- 
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ing the Regele, not perhaps foreſceing, that 
tho" they pull'd down one Tyranny, they 
Exalted another ; that the Miſchief remain - 
ed, tho' che Mafters were chang'd, or that 
this Monfter was big with future Miſchiefs, 
which generating from one another, would 
ſtill bring the Church under, and keep; her 
io perpetual and unſcriptural Bandage... 

In the Simplicity of their Sovls, I ay, 
th-y did this z and whatever follow*!, they 
were (o far in the right, ſince by it they ef. 
feQually 4aid the Axe to the Root of Reli- 
gious SubjeQion, and theimpious Uſurpatic n. 
of the Church of Rome. 

This fixing the Sopremacy on the King, 
however, was the Foundation of two things, 
which are now the SubjeR of ſo much Strite 
in this Iſ]acgd, and which hare not protratt- 
ed only, but rendred abortive al} the Hopes 
of a general. Uniformity, and till now ob- 
ftrutted the common Unions of Charity and 
good Neighbourhood amorg us 
Theſe are, © Fas 

1- Th& Right of the civil Magiſtrate to 

ap at. Ceremonies, and give the San- 

wn of neceſſary -to things in the 

Wolſhip of GOD in themſelves ind:i- 

ferent, --- | 

* 2. -T he: Government of the Church by 
* 'Dideefa Biſhops. | 

The Supremacy in Matters Ecclefiaftical 
being lodg'] in the King, the Church was 
entirely thrown into, his Arms ; he was not” 
only it; civil Protefor, 2s we all allow in the 
Article to that *p1:rpoſe now, but he, was 
the generel Dirdttor, and prefcrib'd what 


| Tnjanttions he thought 5 nay, to'ſach a 


Heig h did chat Kiog carry bis Prerogative 
over GOD's Church, thathe ex=rcis'd meer 
abſtrzeted Poapery, even in th- very Aﬀt of 
fupprefſing Popary, and wichour pretending 
© the Infattiitity, yer:FNim'd rhe Ecc'eſt:- 
tical L-giflacurs in!) ics Points, as cf: Qu- 
ally as ch- Pope hivſel;, 
Write th: Chor became thus ſubjeQed 
to the arbitrary Will if Kingly Power, Ptis 
ry vyonder, tat rr Ruformation, ' which 
tow inmmetiiately on ch Death of this 
King, tir {eme Aratofy ro the Schemes 
laid in his Time, preier\'d the Regale, and 
all the 'uſurp'd Aythoricy which was (b late- 
ly ipftrumentalin';he Work of Reformarion, 
ww 664 8 4: "44 45 w.--6 and 


and no wonder if the Reformation from 
hence became too partial and imperfeR. 
'Tis true, that Queen May renouncing 
2gain the Supremacy, and reftoring the 
Church of Xome, and the Authority, Queen 
Eligaberh was not very forward in reafſum- 
ing it, nor everdid pretend to it in the full 
M:nner- and ablotute Degree, that King 
Henry had exercis'd it; yet this it left be- 
hind it, that the Church was ſubjeRed to 
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the civil Magiftrate,and the Power of carcy- 
ivg on a further Reſormatioa wa$as it were 
given up to the Crown. 

And here began Diſſentiog from the 
Church, and this is th= End and true Rea- 
ſon of my looking back upon theſe things, 
which 1 hope, th2 Readcrs uf this Paper 
will think is neither uap!eaſaot or unprofita» 
ble ; 1 ſhall purſue it farther in my acxc. 


M1i$SCELLANEA. 


HE Matter of Bankrupts, I brought 
lzſt Paper to the Bill for rwo Thirds 
in Number and Value; | have acknowledg'd 
as mech as any Body can defire of me, as to 
the Abuſes committed in the Cafe of that 
Law,by a Knot of ſubtil, defigning,caſe-hard - 
ned Wretches, whoſe Conſcierces ſcrupling 
no Oaths, led them to all the Latitudes, the 
Letter of the Law too unwarily laid open 
before them. 

Bnt as this is no way a Charge upon an in- 
nocent and well-meaning Man, ſo I fay, it 
was no way a Reaſon, why that Law, which 
was certainly the beft Proviſion that ever 
was made in this Matter, ſhould bave been 
aboliſh'd ; it was indeed 2 good Reaſon why 
it ſhould have been amended, and why ne- 
cefſary 'Clauſes might have been added to 
make it effetual on one hand, and ſecure 
it from Frauds on the other z but to repeal 
the whole Law was a meer Piot of thoſe, that 

' were more afraid of the Effe& of its honeſt 
Meaning, than injur'd by the ill Uſe made 
of if. 

To iVuftrate this, I cannot but leave an 
Inftance on Record, of which 1 was, an Eye- 
Witneſs, and the Perſors are not ſo far off, 
but they may yet be pointed out, nor ſo 
iÞ known, but they may be mark'd, nor I 
ſo. afraid of them, but I may til) name them, 
if it appear needful. 

A poor unfortunate Citizen, who had 
fa'l'd for a very conliderable Som ſeveral 
Years before, and had been perſecured to 
the laſt Degree, even to Want of all Mac- 

ner of Comfort, almoſt grown old in Miſery, 


% 


and out of Hope of Redrels, apply'd bimfctf 
by Vertue of this Law toa judge, oac of 
the Barons of the Exchequer, to be rcelicv'd : 
If I remember, his Lift of Debts amounted 
to about 170co1. and the Number of Cre- 
ditors to about 140 or thereaboutrs; of theſe, 
the poor Man had not only procur'd 1 5600l- 
in Value, but all in Number, 3 or 4 excepted, 
to ſignor acquieſce in a Writiag of Compoli- 
tion,the Compoſition was really for nothing 
at all down; for every Body ſaw the poor Man 
had nothing, or but very little to ſubfiſt on, 
but the Conditions were no Part of the AR, 
the poor Debtor was to give h's Bond to 
pay a ſmall Compolition at a certain Term 
of Years, and it was very plain, the Dcfign 
of his Creditors was to have bim deliver'd, 
and be ſet free, for as to Payment they ex- 
pedted nothing, 

It would have mor'da Turk to hear this 
Pegzon tell his Story to the Judge, and I 
cod obſcrve Tears fall from the Eyes of 
ſome of his Creditors th-mſc Ives that ftood 
by, as well a3 from others that were not con- 
cern'd in it, 

He told the Way how he came to fail, he 
told the flouriſhing Circumſtances he was in 
before, be told the Judge, that when he 
firft miſcarry'd, be call'd bis Credirurs to- 
gether, and offer'd them all he had, and 
mzde it appear to them, that if no Loſſes 
befeil the Eftate, it would bc ſvfficient to 
pay them all z bur it they would give him 
Time togetit in, he offer'd 15 5. per Pound, 
out of it,and he produc'd an Inftrunert fign'd 
a great many Years before, in which almoſt 
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